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satisfaction for our sins, and duly to humble ourselves
after the example of him who for our sake humbled
himself to death, by the grace of the Holy Ghost, with
our own free will and the common consent of our barons,
we bestow" and yield up to God, to his holy apostles
Peter and Paul, to our Lord the Pope Innocent, and
his successors, all our kingdom of England and all our
kingdom of Ireland, to be held as a fief of the Holy
See with the payment of 1000 marks, and the cus-
tomary Peter's pence. We reserve to ourselves, and to
our heirs, the royal rights in the administration of
justice. And we declare this deed irrevocable ; and if
any of our successors shall attempt to annul our act, we
declare him thereby to have forfeited his crown." The
attesting witnesses were one archbishop (of Dublin), one
bishop (De Gray of Norwich), nine earls, among them
Pembroke and Salisbury, and four barons. The next
day he took the usual oath of fealty to the Pope; he
swore on the Gospels. It was the oath of a vassal.
" I, John, by the Grace of God, King of England and
Lord of Ireland, from this day forth and for ever, will
be faithful to God and to the ever blessed Peter, and to
the Church of Eoine, and to my Lord the Pope Inno-
cent, and to his Catholic successors. I will not be
accessory, in act or word, by consent or counsel, to their
loss of life, of limb, or of freedom. I will save them
harmless from any wrong of which I may know; I will
avert all in my power; I will warn them by myself or
by trusty messengers, of any evil intended against them,
I will keep profoundly secret all communications with
which they may entrust me by letter or by message.
I will aid in the maintenance and defence of the patri-
mony of St. Peter, specially this kingdom of England
and Ireland, to the utmost of nay power, against all'